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Grove Parc Tenants Stop Racial Displacement - Bringh New Management
Tenants celebrate victory, prepare for next stepstiuggle

“Homeland security arrests us cause we are tryrgjay in our homes.
We told them ‘housing is a human right and we wagoin’ without a

fight!” said Grove Parc tenant Lonnie Richardsomi@st cheers of
tenants and supporters gathered on a cold Noveddemnutside the
offices of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urlizevelopment
(HUD) in downtown Chicago.
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Tenants at Grove Parc Plaza Apartments, whichirsitse shadows of
the University of Chicago and the proposed sitetlfier 2016 Olympic
Stadium, have achieved a major victory in the gjleigo stop their
community of over 400 hard-working black familiesrh being displaced. Since HUD threatened in 2@06 t
send Grove Parc to foreclosure because of failggeictions, tenants have been organizing to kedgallnits
subsidized and in the community. Tenant leadersatdd their neighbor$
about the dangers of vouchers (which are hardeécand easy to lose) and

got over half the complex to sign up for the TesaAssociation ang

endorse a vision to bring in new owners and managénkeep the
project-based subsidies, and give tenants accehls tools and support t
turn around their community. They found a non-graeveloper with a
good reputation called Preservation Of Affordableuking (POAH), who
committed to work towards the tenants’ vision antithe owners to agrep
to sell. But despite broad support of tenants,at@munity, and electeg
officials, HUD rejected POAH'’s first plan and pushéorth towards
demolition, displacement and foreclosure.

outh5|de Together Organizing for Power

TOP is a community organizatiqn
hat builds the capacity and power pf
residents on the Southside of Chicajgo
o impact the forces and decisiofs

hat affect our lives. We fight for oyr
Refusing to give up, tenants sat in at the HUDceffdemanding amjyman Rights to racial an

extension and a second chance for a good plarowaly the sit-in HUD jaconomic  justice by  organizing
changed course and tenants received word that HeldD dccepted #acilitating political education, an
revised POAH plan. On January"12008 POAH took over managemertj eveloping leadership amongst the
the first step towards turning around Grove Pamgs@rving neededheople most affected by isstsuch
subsidies, and stopping racial and economic comiyfisplacementias  gentrification,  displacemen

from valuable land. health cuts, and youth incarceration
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Against all odds: Timeline of the Grove Parc Strughtp
- 2005 and 2006 — Grove Parc fails inspections, HuBatens foreclosure ﬁ
- Summer 2006 — The Grove Parenants Association forms

- Fall/Winter 2006 — Tenants hoféllies and press conferencest City
Hall and HUD, meet with HUD, City and CongressioDalegation

- Spring 2006 — Tenant®arch on the University of Chicagoo get
them to take a side against racial displacemeatpabperty they are
involved with

- Summer 2007 Fenants Association finds and builds

relationship with Preservation Of Affordable Housing (POAH)
to help stop the foreclosure by purchasing andweldping Grove Parc
along the lines of Tenants Association vision

. Fall 2007 - Tenants wd@ands around Grove Parc
and deliver over 300 surveys and signed copieBeofdnants association
vision to HUD, meet with Congressman, Departmerii@fising,
foundations, other community organizations for sarpp

- November 2007 — Tenants and supporSIil'in a.t H U D

when HUD rejects POAH's plan — demanding the neargdsme and tools ¥ R
to make their plan work o R . .

- December 2007 — POAH submits a new plan and HUBmsat, allowing E
POAH to take over management

- January 15, 2008 — POAH officially takes over mamgnt and Habitat
leaves office

Next StepsS:Tenants are still organizing to make sure theiioviss
carried out. They are creating a formal agreemetht w
POAH about decision-making to ensure an acceptable
redevelopment, relocation and the right to return.




Youth Visit Juvenile Detention Center to Investigaé Human Rights Abuses

The youth leaders of Fearless Leading by the Ydotigether with

their allies from the Southwest side and Cabriregarand many
others have been busy fighting to immediately askirduman
Right violations taking place at the Audy Home hileeDetention

Center and eventually shut it down and replacath sommunity-

based restorative rehabilitation centers.

The Chicago Sun Times recently reported that these the first
youth to be allowed to tour and inspect conditi@isthe Audy
Home. “Everyone knows that it is mostly youth oflaoin the
juvenile detention center. Let’s let everyone knthat youth has a
voice to so lets not lock them up lets relate whmobans find out
where the problems come from and rehabilitate,’d sBamian
Turner. This visit was part a series of outconfehe direct actions
and public rQ?etings that FLY and its allies fromn&mtion Y and
the Coalitionto Protect Public Housing have damédld the Cook County Board of Commissioners dred t
interim Administrator accountable for conditionsta Audy Home. Despite some improvements in ccovhf
residents told the youth leaders that sexual agdipll abuse is still the norm.

The campaign, which has been broadening towardsi@nvfor ending juvenile incarceration and stogpthe
criminalization of youth, kicked off with an actiam July 3%, 2007 where youth leaders delivered 200 pairs of
underwear to Cook County Board President Todd $trog highlight one of the many abuses at theifgcH

the lack of provision of clean underwear. Theyddteld a public
meeting with the court-appointed facility admingdtr Earl
Dunlap, who committed to immediately address pemdssues
such as the underwear, to let youth tour the fgciind to meet
regularly about progress. To keep up the pressuitebeoaden the
struggle, youth did another action asking both@itg and County
government to adopt the UN Convention on the Righits Child
and respond to the Human Rights violations at thelyAHome |-
and in their communities. On January"2@008, youth joinedj. =%
millions of people around the world in an actiom the Global |
Day of Action called by the World Social Forum byglding a
“Schools not Jails” press conference outside ofli@lIHigh E=
School.

As the campaign has developed youth leaders haam lsng tools like hip hop and radio to get thessage
out. FLY leaders Damian Turner and Darrius Lightfoften use STOP’s bi-weekly program on 88.5 F\Nj&b
FLY’s message out and have a song about the campaithe internet atww.vocalo.org/node/8348
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For more information or to get
involved with FLY contact:
flyleadingbytheyouth@gmail.com



Fighting the Land Grab in New Orleans
Chicago Tenants Support Public Housing Struggle itNew Orleans

people from the Orleans Parlsh have still not :.
able to return, according to the U.S. Post
Service. Masses of homeless people are camp#
right across the street from City Hall. Housi
costs are way beyond the reach of even muc
the middle class. Despite this crisis, the U
Department of Housing and Urban Developmg
(HUD)/Housing Authority of New Orleang
(HANO) and the New Orleans City Council ha
chosen to spend more money demolishing 4,( 3
3gltfh(e)fsguf?gfdIr;/OLéli:]ngagt]gadn l;tnl\ivsoullqhgg)/st/vti;)np LLj)usmg activists occupy HUD in New Orleans to spwblic housing
replace them with market rate housing, golf coyraesl a small fraction of the original units. Resits have
fought this violation of their Human Rights at eyéurn and have been leading a fierce struggletinatmade
national headlines.
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The IL Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campé&B8JrOP and the Coalition to Protect Public Housing)
have been working hard in solidarity with New OrisaAfter meeting many leaders of the New Orleardip
housing struggle at the U.S. Social Forum in Adast summer, HUD tenants from across the coymégged

to unite behind their struggle. On the third anmseey of Katrina, Chicago tenants joined other huys
activists from Miami, New York, Rhode Island andk@ad to testify against public housing demolitianthe
International People’s Tribunal. During the Tribyndew Orleans public housing tenant leaders arichmal
supporters stormed and took over the HUD/HANO effic demand they stop the demolition and re-open th
units. “We took over the HUD office because thiteetfs all of us, if we let this go down in New Cafes, the
bulldozers will keep on rolling across poor andckl@ommunities around the country,” said Reola Awain
STOP/the Lake Park East Tenants Association.

In December the struggle heated up as the demoktiart day approached. Leaders from FLY and thev&r
Parc Tenants Association joined the Coalition tatéut Public Housing and Southwest Youth Collabeeato
head to New Orleans. The Chicago delegation joipedlic housing residents to march on the HANO
headquarters and on City Hall, meet with residant$ community organizations, feed and interview él@ss
people camped outside City Hall, and film a musdewe about the public housing struggle with rappess 4-

5. During one demonstration, undercover police éad and set-up Coalition to Protect Public Housing
organizer J.R. Flemming, arresting him on fabridatearges. Days later hundreds of residents weketbout

of a public City Council meeting and many beatepper-sprayed and shot with tasers. IL PPEHRC &tinge
with New Orleans Public Housing tenant leaders lsc&o during the National Public Housing Confeeeat
the end of February and fundraising to send anatékegation to New Orleans in the spring.

Left: FLY leaders
Darrius Lightfoot anc
Damian Turner (Right
march against public
housing demolition in
> New Orleans

Right: Bulldozers begin
tearing down public
housing in New Orleans 4




Marching for Our Lives: Poor People of the U.S.A. ® March on Minneapolis
STOP Builds For Marches Against War, for Economigrtdn Rights

In September of '08 the Republican nominee for iBezg
will be officially chosen at the Republican Natibna
Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Days earlike,
Democrats will nominate their candidate in Denves.
people raise champagne glasses inside both coowenti
centers, another child will lose a parent in lraggther poor
person will be denied health care, another familylose its
home to foreclosure, another job will be cut, aroth
immigrant will die crossing the border, another §yoaf color will be beaten by the police, and arottamily
will wind up homeless when another housing propeches down. But it will not be another ordinary wee

Hundreds of thousands of people will be converdangwo historic marches against the wars abroabladn
home. On Septembef'la march through the heart of Minneapolis will @& an immediate withdrawal of
U.S. troops and the reinvestment of the war cimtstiuman needs. Then, on SeptemB&rtBe Poor People’s
Economic Human Rights Campaign will hold its MaFadr Our Lives, brining members of organizations led
by poor people around the U.S. together in Minreesotall attention to the dire poverty faced bylions of
people in the world’s richest country. PPEHRC waifio be hosting an International Truth Commissiorhe
violation of the Human Right to health care. STGRelping plan all three actions and will be jogimith the
Coalition to Protect Public Housing and numerodeenChicago organizations to bring out busloadseaiple
to Minneapolis. For more information seg/w.economichumanrights.omlnd www.protestrnc2008.org.

HUD Tenants Build City-wide Unity
Chicago tenant leaders working together to save HidiDsing in face of funding crisis

Tenant leaders from dozens of HUD-subsidiz¢d
buildings from all over Chicago recently
gathered to share ideas for fighting to preserve
and improve this dwindling housing supply.
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The tenant leaders were all from project-base
section 8 housing, which is privately owned b
publicly subsidized. Subsidized housing is mdre
needed than ever due to the demolition of
public housing and the foreclosure crisis.
Chicago alone is 115,000 units short of the
number of low-income units it needs.
Nonetheless, many owners “opt-out” and
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convert to condos or market-rate housing. Sheila Rush of the Grovg Parc Tenants As_sqcianiqﬂ_ﬁ[zaniel Laspata
of the Logan Square Neighborhood Association coifaed the
| Chicago city-wide retreat for tenant leaders in Hi$Dbsidized buildings

At the retreat, the groups educated each othe
about how power works at HUD, what’s wrong with tigD budget process, and why HUD is having a
budget crisis this year that could make thousandsnoilies homeless. They shared tips on how teeadh for
a tenants association and how to pressure eleffteidls and HUD bureaucrats. Finally, tenants ab¥& Parc
and the Lorrington Apartments shared victory s®about how they have been able to keep theiringsd
subsidized in the face of tremendous odds. “If we'tstick together and fight to keep our roofs owet head,
nobody else will. We all are facing the same thjigiss face them as one,” said Grove Parc tenadtretreat
co-facilitator Sheila Rush to thunderous applawsstha day wound to an end.
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“WE ARE STOP” — Report from 2008 STOP Leadership Adrance

On January 26 2008, while millions of people around the worktticipated in the World Social Forum
Global Day of Action to declare that “another woiddoossible,” STOP grassroots leaders gatherdwe&outh
Side Gospel Church to reflect on their achievematiallenges, and goals going forth in the strugbihee day
opened with people writing their definitions of ganizing” on balloons and the groups working togkek the
balloons in the air. Then the leaders broke owt stitategizing sessions for each base group. Grave
Leadership Team members talked about how to clandaepen their victory and make sure their vision
guides the redevelopment. The Kimbark Tenants Aason talked about re-invigorating and expandiisg i
membership. Washington Scene tenants shared glhtdteaccomplished getting repairs made and sét fra
addressing continuing concerns aroun
security and elevators. Fearless Leadirlg
by the Youth set goals for outreach to
build their membership and step up thd
campaign to stop youth incarceration
and criminalization. Lake Park East sef]
goals for addressing concerns at the
property and ensuring continued
subsidies. Southside Solidarity Network
talked about clarifying its vision for
building solidarity with other members.

_ | WE ARE STOR-.Grassroots leaders discuss challenges, vict@iesstrategieq.
Then everyone watched a slideshow o

STOP collaborations, showing the jointl
public/subsidized tenant action on HUD,
actions for public housing in New
Orleans, rallies against Cook County
Health Cuts, a teach-in with tomato
pickers from Florida, support for the
immigrant rights movement, the
citywide coalition of subsidized tenant
organizing groups, the trip to the U.S.
Social Forum in Atlanta, and the youth
action about Human Rights violations gt

the Audy Home Juvenile Detention Center.

The group approved an organizational structufe
including an advisory board for supporters, an
elected board comprised of low-income peopl
of color that will include representatives of eagh !
base group and that is the ultimate decision-
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maker, and a core group of staff and volunteef " 7
organizers to coordinate the day-to-day work. $ % & ' $ (
The group also discussed the importance of

grassroots fundraising to achieve true self- )

determination and sustain the struggle. Finally, *+ -l / $ %0 .1.,2

the STOP People’s Education series, which witt
be starting before spring, was announced as a webkihce for STOP’s grassroots leaders to contearaing
from each other while studying the systems we igtgihg and what people’s movements around the dharé
doing to make another world possible.
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