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Mobilizing to Minnesotta- convention protests demad housing and healthcare — not Warfare

With the presidential election nearing, millions of
people are hoping for change. Rather than just
waiting for the candidates to make change, families
from around the country gathered at this summer’s
political conventions demanding an end to the war
and respect for Human Rights in the U.S. STOP
joined the Poor people’s economic human rights
campaign (PPEHRC) and the Coalition to March o
the RNC and Stop the War for convention protests
and activities including a march against the wastn
Paul on Septembef'la truth commission about
human rights violations in the U.S. the eveninghef

1%% and the “March for Our Lives” on Septembét,2
where thousands marched to demand “money for
housing and healthcare — not for war.” The “March
for Our Lives” brought war veterans, families from

%TOP members and allies Lonnie Richardson, Shaaymé,
Herman Bonner and Wardell Lavender at the last mBjmor
People’'s Economic Human Rights Campaign gathering i
Atlanta for the U.S. Social Forum. STOP will joiRIPHRC
again this September for the March For Our Lives

public housing and Native American reservations,

rural peoples losing farms to foreclosure, truckessng their homes because of rising gas costshyo
immigrants, and other poor people of all racefh&doorsteps of the Republican Convention to decetime
role of the Republicans in the most recent politgcks affecting housing, healthcare and otherchasman

rights.

“This was a march for poor people by poor peopl@eubject that we can no longer ignore-- housith a
healthcare. We have to realize that we are pahe§lobal economy now, and it is failing us. If den’t want
to fall with it any more than we already have wedtkegoing to have to stand up for our human rigRtzor

people, communities of color-- we need to recogitiz¢ we are under
attack and fight back,” says STOP co-founder Sh&ayne.

STOP and the Coalition to Protect Public Housing seenty people to
Minnesotta and had four representatives testiftherviolation of the
human rights to health care and housing at thb tommission.
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Lake Park East Tenants Organize to Defend theiréfom

STOP is a community organizatid
that builds the capacity and power

Iresidents on the Southside of Chic

to impact the forces and decisio
that affect our lives. We fight for ou
Human Rights to racial an
economic justice by organizing
facilitating political education, an

developing leadership amongst the

people most affected by issues s
as gentrification, displacemen

n
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health cuts, and youth incarceration




Grove Parc Tenants Association receives Howard Laradl Housing Justice Award

Six months after their historic sit-in at the Clgoaoffice of the U.S. Department of Housing and &rb
Development (HUD), Grove Parc tenant leaders fldoito another downtown building — the Sears Tower.
They came back down-town so the Sergeant ShriveerBoLaw Center, who provides legal representafioon
the Grove Parc Tenants Association, could award

them the prestigious Howard Landau Housing

Justice Award.

The last time they made the journey as a group

down-town from Woodlawn, they were fighting to

prevent the foreclosure of their homes by gaining

HUD’s approval for their bold plan to stop mass

displacement, bring in new owners (Preservation Of

Affordable Housing), and improve conditions at the

complex without losing the subsidy contract or the

land. Rather than see Grove Parc be gentrified

along with the rest of the Woodlawn neighborhood

and much of Chicago, tenants organized, educatsd niighbors, and successfully fought back-- avaiy
stopping foreclosure and winning new managementaandmmitment from the current owners and HUD to
bring in new ownership and keep the subsidies, pstgpthe displacement of over 400 hard-working low-
income black families from land threatened on ialés by developers and the expanding Universi@tutago.

“Receiving this award meant that no matter how things look, you have to press forward, you havkeep
working-- nothing comes easy. Hard work and pensew, faithfulness and dedication will pay offidtvas
just the first hurdle; even though we’re talkingpabvictory and seeing improvement the battleils@t-going.

| don’t think we ought to say oh we did this andrealone,” says tenant Inez Dortch, who gave tleepiance
speech.

Grove Parc tenants built solidarity with other sidized-and-public-housing tenants

around the city and country who recognized thatv&rBarc-- like Cabrini Green,

Scott Carver in Miami, St. Bernard in New Orleaasgd many other places around

the world where tenants are fighting back-- israpartant site of struggle between

proponents of two starkly different

visions for housing. One vision,

advanced by residents and struggling

communities around the world, is based

on the human right to housing, tenant

decision-making, self-determination of

communities, and racial and economic

justice. The other vision, advanced by
conservative/neoliberal economists, developers, @oldicians is
based on privatization, demolition, and communitgpthcement
for the purpose of profit.

“We know what we're up against, but we also knowatvive

want,” says Cynthia Ashley, STOP board member aral/&Parc
corresponding secretary, and resident of 14 yé@ns: hard work
Grove Parc tenant and STOP board has paid off for now, the sit-ins we did, the figheé had done,
member Cynthia Ashely speaks out againgt Many other people got involved Wlth_ us_and let usvk_that we
displacement in front of the D.C. branch o] Were never alone and we wasn't fighting alone. Vi@t ayot

HUD this April nowhere else to go, that's why we’re fighting tayst




Fearless Leading by the Youth (FLY) grows as summeé8 “Youth In Action” program wraps up

Another successful summer youth organizing progtsnended, but the struggle for youth Human Rights
just beginning. For the second year in a row, STO$ted Youth in Action — a summer internship féegn

high school students to learn what
organizing is, how it is being used by
different groups, and to gain a deeper
understanding of systems oppression and
histories of struggle. The program was made
up of a mix of existing members of Fearless
Leading by the Youth (FLY) and new
recruits. “I learned from last year that kids
like myself can get involved, and I've seen
this year that other youth do care about the
causes that affect youth, such as youth
having their human rights violated,” says
Damian Turner, one of the original FLY
organizers.

Youth
spent ten weeks learning skills like door-knockimgeting facilitation,
action planning, campaign planning, power analyssje framing, and
grassroots fundraising. They learned about howota @op Watch, went
door-knocking for a forum on the West side aboxtgalicy, did a walking
tour of murals in Pilsen to learn about strugglethe Latino community
there, surveyed families in Englewood about thepregiences with the
criminal justice system, conducted a Human Rightis of the Audy Home
Juvenile Detention Center, visited the Little V& Lawndale high school
and heard from organizers of the hunger strikelaat it, and did outreach
for their own street festival to build awarenesd egach more youth.

FLY organizer Damian Turner speaks out at a sclhoalrd hearing to
demand the school in the Audy Home be re-opened

FLY members join in solidarity with

. . . rotesting Aramark workers demanding
As part of their work, the youth continued effaxdsaddress Human Rights ﬁjstice fO?dining hall employees at the

abuses at the Cook County Temporary Juvenile Detef@tenter (“the University of Chicag

Audy Home”) and eventually shut it down and
replace it with community-based rehabilitation
centers. The Audy Home Campaign, which came out
of last summer’s program when youth decided to
launch a collaboration between FLY, Generation Y,
the Coalition to Protect Public Housing, MAGIC and
others, has already forced many changes. Youth
made the Audy Home administrator provide
underwear for youth who weren’t receiving it and re
instate janitors. They also led the effort to rephe
school in the facility that was closed for months.
“Although my focus is ceasing gentrification | was
still moved by the abuse and human injustices
occurring within the [Audy Home] facility, | believ
we made an exemplary amount of progress,” said

Youth protest outside the Audy Home after beingedesn Angalique Rollins, age 17.
emergency visit to check on youth injured durirmgpa




STOP works nationally to stop displacement, defehd Right to the City

Many times community struggles that start locadlgjuire working with allies on a national level. The
decisions that put families out onto local strests ultimately made by U.S. Department of Housing a
Urban Development (HUD) officials thousands of sigevay in Washington D.C. and it is the U.S.
Congress that creates the laws that HUD must fodoa decides how much funding goes to HUD buildings
and services. This summer, STOP sent delegatidmstiicthe National Alliance of HUD Tenants (NAHT)
conference in Washington, D.C. and the March orMagors in Miami with the Right to the City Alliac

Saving Our Homes: STOP and Grove Parc at the Natial Alliance of HUD Tenants Conference

Grove Parc Tenatns Association President and ST@d&hzer Lonnie Richardson and fellow STOP organize
Leah Levinger were part of a 12-person delegatiahé NAHT conference from the Chicago Tenants'
Coalition to Preserve Section 8 Housing, of whidlO® is a coalition member. They were joined by 100
community leaders from nine states all working teserve low-income housing, protect tenants' rigdrd
promote tenant ownership and control. The Conteremcluded 25 tenant-run workshops, legislativefimgs
with members of Congress, and advocacy sessions @apital Hill where tenants pushed for a natioiuglt

for tenants' associations to purchase their suteidouildings, greater powers fof
tenants to access information about their buildiog/ners and budgets, and full
funding for HUD's Project-Based Section 8 prograihich is currently $2.8
billion short of the money needed to keep all thi#suin the country subsidized.

Lonnie, who is president of the Grove Parc TenAstociation, reported back:
"The Conference provided an opportunity to dialogith leaders from different
states and learn about strategies to get accolitydimm HUD and from private
developers.” Lonnie served as a panelist in twikslwops at the Conference. "l
brought what I've learned through local organizngl took that to Washington,
but | was also learning. In Texas and New York/thee very organized. Tenant
there manage and own their own buildings. We caml&om that, but we also
have a lot to teach about negotiating with managemed ownership to make | Lonnie Richardson on

sure tenants have a seat at the table," says Lonnie Capitol Hill demanding full
funding for Section 8
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Marching on the Mayors — Defending the Right to theCity

While the NAHT conference was taking place in Waglton, other STOP members joined the Coalition to
Protect Public Housing, the Hip Hop Congress aedPitsen Alliance to send a Chicago delegatioiméo t
“March On the Mayors” convened by the Right to @iy Alliance during the Conference of Mayors indvhi.

Deborah Taylor reported back: “The focus of theghawas reparations for victims of Hurrican Katrared
everybody’s right to stay in the cities. The Maveas done in the style of a New Orleans funeral.riéeched
right through a horrendous storm. Unfortunatelg, tbute was pre-determined by the police and wendicend
up close enough to actually deliver the messagdf did get into the press. There were also wadug
meetings, seminars and workshops. We attendedotingriy section where we were talking about creaing
white paper about HUD policy in the U.S. There weeeple from
across the country. We need the Right to the Gitabse that's
where the economy is controlled from, that's wheeelive, and
when crisis hits that’'s where all the resources ahe cities.”

The youngest member of the Chicago delegation emiV|i12-year-
old Rasheedah Echols, summed the trip up: “I l@hthat we have
to fight for what we want and we can't let the Mag/oontrol us.
The Mayors work for us. People need to listen tongppeople more
‘cause we're the future of the world, our opinionatter.”




Education for liberation: STOP’s “People’s Educatian” series completes first session

The first ten week People’s Education series emalddne. The series drew on the experiences atjpeamts
from STOP groups such as the Grove Parc and LalkkeHat Tenants Associations, the leaders of thggie
against the closure of the Woodlawn Clinic, andtlgdeaders of from Fearless Leading by the Youshyell
as other STOP members and allies around the woddvas coordinated and facilitated by U of C higtehD

student Toussaint Losier.

The first ten-week series mostly focused on undadihg
gentrification and displacement and the politicad conomic
system that causes it. “You can come into a figlise a fight
is going on but if you don’t know all the factolsat you are up
against you might not know how to go about thattfigthe
People’s Education series] gives you a basis and an
understanding of why you're having this fight ankdoayour
enemy is,” says STOP organizer and Lake Park Enant

leader Deborah Taylor.

A major portion of the series was devoted to ummg Faith from the Grove Parc Tenants Association and

intersections of racial, economic and gender ogwasand

Randy from Fearless Leading by the Youth report
back from a small group discussion on “how

the eVO|Ut|On Of the Current p0||t|Ca| a.nd eCOHOWStem neolibalism |mpacts services in our Community."

“What neoliberalism means is they are suckingredlmoney and resources out of the community.
Neoliberalism is capitalism run wild. What theytteing to us right here is what they’re doing to pleo
everywhere around the world — displacing commusiitigeople holler about why all the Latinos are henesll,
they're here because they don’t have anywheretelge because they’'ve had their resources takemhane's

nothing left for them to survive so they say ‘coareto America’ and
then abuse them when they’re here. They do the saingto
everybody globally but we don’t see it. The goveemts are in bed
with the U.S., they’re selling their own people.alust like in Africa
they’ve got so much debt and they get aid but ffr®nmuch more in
debt repayments, we have to recognize how theywitreone hand
and take back with another,” says Ms. Taylor.

Cynthia Ashley, Lonnie
Richardson, Sharyn Payne and
Darrius Lightfoot argue about
public housing in New Orleans
during a mock debate.

“I loved the fact that a lot of people
did attend, we are getting the word
out there, even if it's going out
gradually, it is getting out there. And those ofwlso do know need to pass
the word on, by word of mouth, each one teach bwant everyone to
become more aware of their surroundings, more aofamdat these
politicians are doing in our communities —in thadd community and in
other the poor communities,” says Sharyn Payne.

The sessions also incorporated lessons about sitligigles outside of
Chicago. One session focused on the battle ovdicgutusing in New
Orleans, where the city is demolishing 4,000 uaitsublic housing in the
midst of a housing crisis. At another session aggots activist from the
Venezuelan consulate explained the advances beadg tny social
movements in Latin America. “It is important to c@ct our struggle to other
struggles around the world,” says Grove Parc teRaith McGhee. “We

know we are not alone and that we are fightingragidhe same systems as so many other peoples.”



Profile of a Tenant Organizing: A Report from the Lake Park East Tenants Association

By Deborah Taylor

Lake Park East is a project-based section eightifiamhily building. It
consists of three separate sites, 94 total umts paedominantly single
females. Project-based section eight means thauitding has the subsidy,
which means the tenants are all low-income and #éneynly required to pay
30% of that income towards rent. We live in HydekRand Kenwood that is
being heavily gentrified. The buildings are verylvkept and we are in the
vicinity of the 2016 Olympics and we want to stalyese we are through 2016
and beyond. So we organized to enact the Presenvatt, which states that
the tenants association has the first right ofsaifif the owners are going to
opt out of the HUD contract. With the Preservathat and the first right of
refusal it says the tenants association has thé taggo into negotiations with
the current owner to buy the property, but we daa work with non-profit
developers to take over the contract to presemedntract and keep it from
being converted to market-rate rental housing adominiums.

The advantages of living there is it's right
on the major bus lines, it is actually in
walking distance to Provident Hospital, thg
University of Chicago, to the laundry-mats
it is convenient. We were born and raised |n
this community; our roots and ties are still
in this community. | probably still have a
little dirt from 39" st. under my fingernails.
When they changed this community through
gentrification we thought the promises of
affordable housing meant it would be for up,
we didn’t realize it was a euphemism and
that housing would be affordable to some
but not to the residents who live here. | was timeaths out of a transplant when they were sebihthese
buildings further down Drexel and turning them tmdos and | knew there was nowhere to go, evenawith
voucher, plus | was not prepared to move out, nigraaphysically. | had a health care driver take over to
a rally where 1 first met people from STOP.

One of our members who is an active member at enesting is 80-something years old and she’s viery, a
very responsive, on top of things. Something hapgemith her heater and she said, “I need you dlelp me
with this cause | don’t think they're taking me
seriously cause I'm old.” So | did the letter fqr
her and she took the pictures and she’s very
aware of what’s going on. They might think
she doesn’'t know what’s going on but she’s
very alert. We have a couple men who come
on a regular basis. It's a very good tenants
association and we could use more membels
but we are working on that. We’ve had
trainings in base building, in one-on-ones,
strategic planning charts, how to facilitate, I
how to prepare agendas. We are a more " , ' .
informegl aFr)ld bettger organization with a lot of #3 %&'$ ( ) *S+
alliances as a result of being a part of STOH.
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